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1. INTRODUCTION
We stand for Farth’s wildlife, and against the tide of illicit wildlife trafficking that is driving many species
towards extinction'.

We recognise that billions of people in all regions of the world rely upon, and benefit from, the use of wild
species for food, medicine, energy, income, and many other purposes'.

We honour wildlife as vital to Earth’s biodiversity and life-supporting systems, on which we all depend; and
over and above such interests, we acknowledge the intrinsic value of wildlife as individual beings with their
own rich emotional lives, minds and personalities, whose interests must be protected.

2. OUR VISION

The Jane Goodall Institute is committed to understanding and protecting chimpanzees, other animals, and
their habitats, and to educating, inspiring and empowering people to take action to create a better world for
people, other animals and our shared environment. Our global vision is for a healthy planet where people
make compassionate choices to live sustainably and in harmony with each other, the environment and other

animals.

We work, tirelessly and with hope, for the time when stable, viable and culturally diverse populations of
chimpanzees can live in peaceful coexistence with human communities throughout their range in Africa.

3. THREATS

The impacts of wildlife trafficking are far-reaching, with considerable consequences for animals, people and
our shared environment. Wildlife trafficking threatens species survival, damages eco-system health, poses
significant health risks to humans, and causes intense suffering to individual animals.

3.1 Conservation

The future of great apes and other wildlife looks grim. Great apes are expected to lose 90% of their
homelands in Africa by 2050, mainly due to climate change, destruction of their habitats and human
population growth”. The outlook for orangutans in Asia also appears dire".

Wildlife trafficking threatens many species with extinction. It is a key risk-factor contributing to the
decrease in populations of great apes, all of whom are now classified by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as Endangered or Critically Endangered. Chimpanzee numbers have
significantly reduced in the last 20-30 years" and in some places in Central and Western Africa, such as the
Democratic Republic of Congo, wildlife trafficking is the primary threat to chimpanzee populations”.

Effects extend beyond the immediate losses: when chimpanzees and other great apes are taken from
their habitat, because of reducing/fragmented habitat, and their slow reproductive rate, the resilience of
remaining populations decreases yet further. The species’ seed dispersal role in the habitat is disrupted,
damaging their ecosystems.

We applaud existing initiatives to safeguard species survival - including domestic legislation, and
regional and international frameworks such as the Convention on International Trade in Endangered

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora®. We express the deepest concern that, despite such protective measures,

I'The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services IPBES) 2019 exhaustive studyinto
biodiversity concluded that the rate of species extinctions is accelerating, with 1 Million species in Nature now at risk and the
likelihood of grave impacts on humans. Exploitation of organisms by humans was identified as the second biggest threat to
species (after changes in use of land and sea).

2 Also including the United Nations General Assembly “Tackling the illicit trafficking in wildlife’ series of resolutions?, United
Nations Security Council Resolutions; regional legislation such as EU wildlife trade regulation; and the work of organisations
including TRAFFIC the wildlife trade monitoring network, INTERPOL, the International Union for Conservation of Nature,
United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the Great Apes Survival Partnership,
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chimpanzees, gorillas, orangutans and bonobos, are all under severe threat from wildlife trafficking, as are
other primates".

3.2 Law and Order

The trafficking of wildlife is a widespread and lucrative criminal activity. Organised crime gangs, corruption
and fraud are all involved in the illegal trading of great apes and this trafficking threatens good governance
and the rule of law.

The Jane Goodall Institute acknowledges wildlife trafficking as serious crime with the trafficking of many
species bearing the hallmarks of transnational organised crime. We support efforts to strengthen domestic
and international laws to protect wildlife. We applaud the efforts of organisations and individuals, such as
the brave rangers and guards who protect wildlife from crime in range countries.

3.3 Zoonosis
Wildlife trafficking poses major health risks: wildlife trade is considered the likely cause of the COVID-19
pandemic and has been the cause of many other diseases crossing over to humans. Known disease
transmission from non-human primates to humans include: Shigella, Herpes B, Simian immunodeficiency
Virus (SIV), Ebola, Marburg, Monkeypox, Influenza, Tuberculosis, Rabies and Alphaherpesvirus, which can

cause fatal meningoencephalitis in humans™ . Transmission of Rabies is of particular concern as it is almost

always fatal after the onset of symptoms.

The many similarities in biology we share with our fellow primates means the butchering for their meat and
the trafficking of chimpanzees, great apes and other primates poses a worrying risk of disease cross-over
causing another pandemic (especially as clandestine trafficking lacks any hygiene control).

Diseases not only have the potential to transmit between great ape communities within the same species but

can transmit between different great ape species (e.g. between gorillas and chimpanzees)™ and even from

humans to non-human great apes”™.

The Jane Goodall Institute supports a ‘One Health” approach in public policy, acknowledging that the
health of humans and animals and the environment are inextricably interconnected.

3.4 Welfare of Individuals

As stated in our Summary Statement on Ape Rights and Zoos, apes should have the right to live in the wild
without the fear of human persecution; and in captivity they should at the very least have freedom from
pain, neglect and suffering and as much freedom of choice as possible. We need to do what is in the best
interests of each and every individual great ape.

Traffickers pay no heed to the needs or suffering of chimpanzees and other great apes. Apes are
traumatized by hunters and killed. Infants and adolescents whose mothers are killed exhibit behavioural
abnormalities and many go on to die. Trafficked live apes are transported in poor conditions and are then
kept in inadequate captive conditions which fall far short of meeting their complex physical, social and other
welfare needs.

For the Jane Goodall Institute, respect for each and every individual drives respect for their welfare interests
and for the conservation of the species to which they belong.

as well as of numerous Non-Governmental Organizations that combat wildlife trafficking and rescue and rehabilitate trafficked
individuals. We acknowledge the brave men and women who take on the role of rangers, protecting the woild’s natural and
cultural heritage, at significant personal risk.



4. CONTRIBUTING FACTORS
Wildlife trafficking is a complex problem; many factors drive and enable it. It is exacerbated by and itself
aggravates other complex and related challenges such as habitat loss, climate change and biodiversity loss’.

Chimpanzees and great apes are hunted, killed and transported to meet demand for meat; for trophy body
parts used for cultural purposes; and as live animals (typically infants) for pets, zoos and entertainment.
Other primates such as monkeys are also trafficked live for laboratory experimentation (a growing threat for
long-tailed macaques).

The trafficking of primates is also driven and enabled by factors in source countries including poverty and a
lack of alternative livelihoods, lack of knowledge about conservation and laws protecting wildlife, poor law
enforcement, corruption and greed motivated by the significant financial rewards possible.

Trafficking of great apes has increased as human populations have spread into new areas, with migration
due to civil unrest, and with the development of new roads, industrial activity and settlements facilitated by
improved infrastructure and technology. The replacement of traditional hunting tools, such as spears, nets
and snares, with guns has allowed hunters to kill gorillas and chimpanzees at much higher rates than seen
historically. Mobile phones and social media have enabled sophisticated clandestine communications and
marketing of trafficked animals, with social media also boosting demand for live animals. Dwindling
habitats due to deforestation drive great apes towards human communities, increasing the likelihood of
conflicts, both in direct, and physical ways and indirect ways, such as the raiding of crops.

In highlighting some key issues below, we recognise that interconnections between these issues mean they
cannot be addressed in isolation.

4.1 Wild Meat and Trophies

The problem

Primates, like monkeys, are widely hunted for meat in some areas. Whilst great apes are not usually
the main target of hunters for meat (and many countries have taboos against such hunting) they do
fall prey to indiscriminate and opportunistic hunters and they are targeted* in some countries like
DRC as well as by communities in locations where alternative protein sources are not readily
available.

There is also a small but important specific demand for meat and trophy body parts from great apes.
This is consumed/used in range states as well as being commercially trafficked as a status product,
known to reach international destinations, in particular Europe™ (with, for example, meat from DRC
destined particulatly for France, Switzerland and Belgium™) and also USA*. Ape meat may be
considered to confer strength and body parts are used in healing and ceremonies, such as the use of
chimpanzee bones, skulls and other body parts in Cameroon to heal fractures, as well as other
conditions™.

We acknowledge the historical and enduring significance of wild meat in the diets, livelithoods, and
cultures of many forest communities; however, the practice is not restricted to subsistence needs,
there is a new dimension of consumption by elites who choose this practice, seeing great ape meat
as a delicacy, a luxury item. This commercialisation and increasing population pressure mean
contemporary practices are unsustainable. It has now become a threat to the survival of great apes.

3 And the problem is to be considered within the context of high level strategy, action plans and agreements including the
Sustainable Development Goals and Multilateral Environmental Agreements inc. CITES, CBD, CMS.



The people involved in the hunting, butchering and transportation of these species also typically do
not understand the significant disease transmission risks involved.

Furthermore, the hunting and killing of great apes for their meat and body parts is problematic from
a welfare perspective when we understand great apes, like us, have complex cognitive, emotional,
and social minds.

Recommendations
Apes in the wild should have the right to live without fear of human persecution.

The issue of wild meat consumption is complex and requires a multi-faceted, holistic approach.
Priorities include (but are not limited to): finding alternative and sustainable sources of protein and
income generation for local communities and households; developing and implementing education
programs around the risks associated with consuming ape meat, the value of great apes as
individuals with rich mental lives and the importance of great apes in local ecosystems; addressing
the root causes driving the expansion in commercial trade; and building capacity for relevant
national and international regulation and its effective enforcement.

4.2 Live Great Apes

Apes are highly intelligent sentient beings with complex minds and rich emotional and social lives. Ideally all
apes should live in the wild. While apes may thrive with highly specialised care in sanctuaries and accredited
z0o0s, their needs must always be paramount and care must be taken to ensure their captivity does not
reward or boost trafficking from the wild.

4.2.1 Demand for great apes as ‘pets’

The problem

Infant great apes are captured as pets in range countries, as well as for trafficking overseas to countries
where chimpanzees and other great apes are kept by the rich as high-status pets, for example in the Middle
East, China and USA". However, private homes do not provide for the specific needs of these species. Such
captivity causes enormous suffering, with pet apes having poor diets™, suffering isolation, being kept
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restrained, having teeth removed ™ and being prone to injury in human households™".

Keepin eat apes as pets also poses a serious health threat to humans, as they may transmit disease™ as
ping gr p p p ) y may

well as cause injury as they mature into strong and aggressive adults.

Most often the keeping of great apes as pets is a temporary situation, where the adults end up being dumped

in monotonous, inadequate environments.

Seeing great apes being kept as pets, and in human environments, wearing human clothing etc has been
shown to damage conservation efforts, making people believe that these species are not endangered™™.

Social media increases this perception and exacerbates public demand for interactions with live great apes™.

Recommendation

The private ownership of great apes as pets must be globally prohibited as it violates their well-being,
promotes the illegal trade of great apes, contributes to declining wild populations and poses health risks™.
This requires the introduction of laws in countries currently lacking regulation of this issue and effective law

enforcement where such bans already exist. Education campaigns focusing on the adverse consequences of

* The demand for great apes as pets is sadly not limited to these countries; for example demand for live apes has been observed in
relation to Pakistan, Thailand, India and Nepal amongst others, and trafficking investigations have shown that criminals in many
countries are involved in the illicit movement, marketing and keeping of live apes.
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keeping great apes as pets, including the impact on the animals themselves, on ecosystems and on humans,
should be developed and shared widely. Great apes living in substandard conditions should be removed and
provided rehabilitation and socialisation.

As attitudes towards keeping great apes as pets are shaped by what the public see in the media (including
social media and primate images in advertisements), great apes should be portrayed in a way that accurately
reflects their nature and natural habitat and never as companion animals.

4.2.2 Great Apes in Zoos and Entertainment

The Problem

In an ideal world all animals would live free in the wild. Unfortunately, the situation throughout much of the
range of apes is far from ideal as most apes live in non-protected areas and face habitat loss. Whilst
recognising that historically zoos have played a role in the capture and exploitation of wild animals as
spectacles for human pleasure, we are encouraged by the work of modern accredited zoos and sanctuaries
that prioritise conservation, education and the wellbeing of the great apes in their care.

Captive breeding
In the context of wildlife trafficking, we recognise that false claims of captive breeding have been used to
facilitate fraudulent illegal trading of endangered species such as chimpanzees from the wild™".

Since captive breeding provides a potential avenue for trade (including legal non-commercial trade of great
apes) such trade in practice must be tightly regulated and enforced.

Entertainment

Regrettably, the use of performing animals, including great apes, is not yet a figment of the past. Human
interest in great apes sees them featured in wildlife attractions in marketplaces, circuses, fake sanctuaries,
and unaccredited zoos, as well as at roadside and bar displays. These animals vary in origin, including wild-
captured, captive-bred, and even former research, zoo, and circus stock. Activities of this sort contribute to
the supply chain in wildlife trafficking and adversely affect an animal’s well-being™".

Performing animals are also used in entertainment and advertising. The training required to teach infants to
perform often involves physical and psychological pain, brutal punishments and the withholding of food
and drink. As apes age, they may have their teeth pulled and wear physical restraints in order to control
them and avoid human injury.

In addition to this cruelty, seeing these animals performing gives the public a false impression of their
natural behaviour and living conditions. Because performing chimpanzees and orangutans are young (the
adults are far too large, powerful, and potentially dangerous), people have the impression that these apes are
small, cute and cuddly. They can have no concept of the majesty of the fully-grown animal. This unrealistic
picture perpetuates demand for interactions with young chimpanzees and keeping them as ‘pets’.

Every time a person sees a chimpanzee made to mimic human behaviour, they get the false notion that
chimpanzees are happy as ‘performers’. But in fact, many of their behaviours, such as the grimace we
interpret as a facial ‘grin’; are stress-related reactions indicating fear, not happiness. Viewers may also feel
that chimpanzees must not be endangered if they are available to be used as performers. Both of these
premises are incontrovertibly false.



Recommendations

Our Summary Statement on Ape Rights and Zoos sets out rights for apes with reference to their needs and
captivity. The Jane Goodall Institute opposes the capture of wild great apes and the breeding of them for
sale to zoos and attractions. Animals in peril, including those seized from illicit wildlife trade, should always
be sent to the most appropriate care from a conservation and welfare perspective, ideally in the source
country. Specialist sanctuaries offer rescued chimpanzees a decent social life in the best surroundings
possible.

We demand strict adherence to industry best practice codes in the conduct of any industry benefitting from
wildlife, guided above all by respect for the dignity of animals. With respect to zoos, the adoption of
Resolution 69.1 by WAZA in 2014 provides clear guidance to the zoo industry on determining the legal
origins of all animals, including apes. Likewise, wildlife attractions should be vigilant in ensuring that any
primates they acquire have been legally sourced and traded in accordance with national legislation and
CITES.

All zoos should have education programs about the plight of animals in the wild and contribute a
percentage of their revenues for conservation efforts in situ.

Under no circumstances should non-human primates be used as performers, photo props or actors.
As far as possible they should be portrayed in their natural state, showing natural behaviour.™" The
ready availability of computer-generated technology as a viable alternative makes it particularly
irresponsible to continue to use chimpanzees or any wild animals in entertainment and advertising.

We endorse the creation, maintenance, and effective enforcement of legislation criminalising the
maltreatment of animals in any situation.

4.2 Social Media

The problem

Online platforms and social media are used as showrooms and marketplaces by illegal wildlife
traders who are able to reach a huge audience with very little cost or risk. Illegally procured wildlife
may be traded openly, though sales of great apes and other primates are now increasingly carried out
in private groups after recruitment of potential customers in public online platforms using ‘fun’ and
‘cute’ imagery™.

In the public groups, animal lovers are unwittingly freely sharing content, such as videos of
chimpanzees interacting with big cat cubs, which exploits wildlife, features trafficked individuals and
drives demand which leads to further trafficking, at the same time affecting the public’s perception
of the endangered status of these species.

Recommendation

We urge individuals and organisations to follow the Jane Goodall Institute’s Chimpanzee Imagery
Guidelines in order to respectfully and accurately present great apes, thus helping protect them for
the good of all.

https://janegoodall.global/chimpanzee-imagery-guidelines/

We call upon online retail platforms and social media companies to monitor use of their platforms
with respect to wildlife trafficking and related issues, to improve controls and reporting mechanisms
and remove inappropriate content promptly, processing cases in ways that assist authorities with
enforcement and prosecution of offenders.


https://janegoodall.global/chimpanzee-imagery-guidelines/

4.3 Habitat protection

The problem

Habitat loss,” fragmentation,’ and degradation’ all contribute to the increasing vulnerability of great

apes to capture or death. As agriculture, mining and/or logging operations continue to expand into

great ape habitat in range states, organised incursions and opportunistic predation occur, sometimes
prompted by human-ape conflict.

These compounding factors threaten the availability of safe strongholds for great apes, resulting in
smaller isolated populations. The resulting genetic loss and inbreeding pose conservation risks for
the future.

Recommendations

Apes in the wild should have the right to live without risk of persecution and loss of habitat; we
acknowledge that this is a right denied to many humans too. Conserving apes’ natural habitats
reduces their risk of falling victims to wildlife trafficking and we must find solutions for conflicts
with the input of human communities for better coexistence.

We call on states to adopt sustainable land management policies, guided by international principles
of ecologically sustainable development (for example the framework from the World Bank which
includes environmental standards, borrower requirements, financing policies and associated
directives)™. Such policies should integrate the precautionary principle within decision-making and
institute concrete mechanisms including independent evidence-based environmental impact
assessment.

We support initiatives including the work of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) in
promoting sustainable plantation management in ape range states.

We implore organisations and businesses to take responsibility for ethical sourcing of goods and services
from great ape range states and we encourage consumers to be mindful and make informed choices about
their everyday practices, and how those decisions affect wildlife and the human communities with whom
they coexist.

4.5 Tourism

The problem

Human desires for proximity and engagement with wildlife risk motivating and facilitating illicit
wildlife trafficking. Specific risks to primates include procurement for posed tourist selfies (and the
additional boost to demand for interactions with primates which sharing such imagery on social
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media creates) as well as being targeted by trophy hunters (particularly baboons and monkeys)

5 Habitat loss refers to complete loss of natural habitat — that is, complete loss of forest cover in the case of forest habitat.
5 Habitat fragmentation refers to the inability of individuals of a species to move between locations within their normal
habitat range. Fragmentation has a major impact on species viability, due to isolation between individuals and reduction in
gene dispersal. Fragmentation is often first caused by a new road system; the presence of roads then leads to further
habitat conversion and widening of the distance between remaining forest patches.

7 Habitat degradation refers to loss of habitat diversity, matrix and complexity to the point that its capacity to provide for
naturally occurring species is diminished. Carrying capacity is one example of this: for example, a habitat that normally
would support 1 chimpanzee per km2 may only support 0.2 chimpanzees per km2 once degraded. Habitat degradation is
often a continuing process, with the level of degradation increasing over time. Habitat degradation can lead to habitat
fragmentation



Recommendations
Conservation is the ultimate goal for wildlife tourism and should be prioritised over all other
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interests™™. JGI’s Wildlife Tourism Policy sets out our related recommendations.

5. OUR APPROACHES & PRIORITIES

We aim to end the illicit trafficking of wildlife, with a particular focus on apes, our closest living
relatives, and especially chimpanzees, our flagship species. We support evidence-based collaborative
approaches to the complex problem of trafficking, working in partnership with local communities.

We hope to empower individuals irrespective of age, gender, nationality, culture, or creed to raise
awareness of the plight of wildlife around the world and be change makers in their local
communities. Every individual and each action make a difference.

5.1 Triangle Approach

Working with local communities, governments, and individuals to mitigate the threats to chimpanzees and
other wildlife, JGI has been at the forefront of “the triangle approach,” which promotes the important
interplay between sanctuaries, law enforcement efforts to reduce illegal trafficking, and public education.

JGI honours the forest rangers and community members who serve as habitat monitors to increase
detection of poaching activity including snares, injured wildlife and illegal cutting of trees. We
acknowledge the importance of wider public education and its contribution to changing attitudes
and mobilising community members to inform and work with enforcement officers. Through
educating people about the protected status of chimpanzees, the role they play in local ecosystems,
and the risks associated with trade, JGI has observed positive behaviour change against trafficking
(e.g. through campaigns using banners and community billboards). JGI is now seeing an increase in
arrests and prosecutions as a result of greater application of the law.

Sanctuaries not only play a vital role in rehabilitating rescued wildlife, but also enable anti-trafficking laws to
be enforced, because without suitable accommodation, officers would not be able to confiscate
chimpanzees and other primates from traffickers.

5.2 Sustainable livelihoods and land use

Alternative livelihoods and land-use planning play critical roles in ensuring that people can meet
their needs for food and income without overtaxing the environment - and in building community
support for conservation. JGI understands that people who are educated about the importance of
conservation will choose sustainable alternatives over habitat destruction (through selling charcoal,
grazing cattle in the forest, etc.) when the alternatives support equal or better livelihoods. Teaching
sustainable agricultural practices, livestock husbandry, and forest and resource management
techniques promotes healthy habitats while ensuring a good quality of life.

5.3 Activism and advocacy

JGI facilitates collective action in projects and campaigns run via JGI Chapters and Roots & Shoots groups,
addressing important issues in local areas, thereby inculcating a spirit of environmental stewardship for
present and future generations.

JGI is committed to supporting global advocacy for change on issues identified in this policy. We
aim to work collaboratively with stakeholders to foster behaviour change, build capacity for effective
conservation strategies, and support existing efforts to see wildlife trafficking recognised as a serious
crime (and prosecuted as such) and its harmful consequences limited.
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This is the first update of JGI Global's Anti-Wildlife Trafficking Policy. The original 2018 policy was produced by the
Jane Goodall Institute Global's ForeverWild team (prepared primarily by Zara Bending with contributions from
Emily Butterworth, Polly Cevalos and Patrick Van Veen and support from JGI Global staff). This update is prepared
primarily by Emily Butterworth with contributions from Zara Bending and Susana Pataro and support from JGI
Global staff; and with comments and contributions from Koen Margodt, Rick Quinn and Marc Fourrier.
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